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WASHINGTON--U.S. Rep Kika de la Garza today issued a statement from
his Washington office concerning the on-going situation involving shrimp
trawlers and Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs).
The Congressman said "In an attempt to provide all available protection
to the Kemps Ridley sea turtle but at the same time not diminish the ability
of shrimp boat operators to make a living, we have made a compromise
suggestion which will be sent to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce."
De la Garza continued "We have met with White House officials, shrimp
industry officials and friends of the turtles, and we have devised a
compromise which has been offered to the Secretary of Commerce--and we
shall continue our efforts in this respect."
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